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take back their neighborhoods from crime and
blight. He implemented graffiti control and tree
replacement programs that helped beautify his
communities. As a result of his accomplish-
ments, he was promoted up the chain until he
became the Councilman’s Chief of Staff.

In 2002, after 10 years of effective leader-
ship as a civil servant, Charles was chosen by
his community to represent them on the San
Diego City Council. His campaign platform
was called the Three Rs: Reputation, Relation-
ships, and Results.

On the Council, Charles made a name for
himself as a strong advocate for neighbor-
hoods and he built a reputation of being tough
on crime. His efforts helped San Diego
achieve the lowest crime rate among the 10
largest cities in America in 2003. This was a
statistic that | know made Charles very proud.

While on the Council, Charles was known
for his quiet strength. He was often reserved
in public meetings, only to become vocal and
outspoken when issues related to his neigh-
borhoods were brought forward. He was a
fighter.

He also wasn't afraid to take unpopular po-
sitions. Although an elected representative of
the City of San Diego, Charles remained an
avid Oakland Raiders fan—to the dismay of
many San Diego Charger supporters.

Mr. Speaker, because of his deep roots in
the community; because of his strength of
character; because he never forgot where he
came from or who elected him to serve; and
because of his strong faith in God, Charles
was beloved in the Fourth District and
throughout San Diego.

Sadly, Charles Lewis died suddenly last
month at the age of 37. He is survived by his
wife Carlette, his mother Rosemary Pope, his
father Charles Lewis Il, and his sister Charis.
And he is also survived by the over 160,000
San Diegans that called Charles their Council-
man.

| am sad that | will no longer see Charles
when | return to my district. That we won’t run
into one another at annual Juneteenth cele-
brations, community fish-frys and traditional
groundbreaking and ribbon-cutting cere-
monies. And | regret that San Diego will not
have his leadership to guide us in the years
ahead.

But, | am certain that Charles’ memory will
live on through his contributions to the com-
munity. Today, the Neighborhood Councils he
helped create still meet. The trees he helped
plant continue to grow. The lives he touched
go on. And the neighborhoods he helped revi-
talize flourish.

We will all miss Charles L. Lewis Ill.

——————
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Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, Title IX estab-
lished the principle of equal opportunity for all
students and athletes, breaking down the insti-
tutional barriers to education that had beset
women for decades. lts affirmed goal was to
eliminate “discrimination based on sex.” It
quickly became clear that this milestone could
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not be achieved by decree alone, and 2 years
after the passage of the Title IX, late Con-
gresswoman Patsy Mink of Hawaii introduced
the Women’s Educational Equity Act (WEEA)
as one of the means to implement and estab-
lish those principles embodied in the language
of Title IX.

The Women’s Educational Equity Act ad-
dresses the social and cultural structures sur-
rounding gender inequality. For 20 years,
WEEA has provided Federal dollars for
projects that promote educational equity for
young women through competitive grants to
public agencies, private non-profit organiza-
tions, and individuals. Most of the funds are
directed to local implementation of gender eg-
uity policies in the academic curriculum and
research and development projects.

In its 20 year history, WEEA has funded a
variety of projects from the Women in Science
and Environment (WISE) program in Boston
which provides hands-on experiences in
science and environmental industries for more
than 300 students each year to the Stepping
Stones Across the Digital Divide, a project in
my state of California, which targets Hispanic
females in grades 3 to 6. The goal of this
project is to increase academic performance
through developing computer and emerging in-
formation technologies. Collectively, these pro-
grams have made great strides in providing
equity in education opportunity for women.

Republicans in Congress have steadily
eroded the money appropriated to this pro-
gram from its peak of $10 million in 1980 to
less than $3 million last year. This year, for in-
explicable reasons, Republicans have stripped
this successful program of all of its funding, ef-
fectively eliminating it.

It is clear that WEEA has succeeded in cre-
ating unprecedented educational opportunities
for women in all areas of academia. Since
WEEA was enacted, 63 percent of female
high school graduates enroll in college, up
from 43 percent in 1973. Furthermore, the
number of women earning a bachelor's degree
from college jumped from 18 percent to over
30 percent. These dramatic academic accom-
plishments, pale in comparison to the strides
made at the graduate level. In the ten years
since WEEA was adopted, the number of
women receiving medical, law, and doctoral
degrees has spiked from 9 percent to 38 per-
cent, 7 percent to 43 percent, and 25 percent
to 44 percent respectively.

The Women’s Educational Equity Act em-
bodies the ideals of equal opportunity em-
braced by all Americans. It provides an envi-
ronment where women are given the oppor-
tunity to overcome the institutional barriers to
education that have existed for many years.
WEEA’s principles and programs talented
young women’s skills and interests in what-
ever discipline they choose. Most importantly,
it is a program whose proof lies in the
achievements of the women who have thrived
in the years since its inception. Patsy Mink
had the foresight to introduce this program
and positively affect the lives of thousands of
young women. In honor of the late Congress-
woman Patsy Mink, let us carry out her vision
of the implementation of Title IX and support
this amendment and the thousands of women
who can benefit from such programs in the fu-
ture.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my deep sorrow and incredible admi-
ration for the people of the State of Florida,
who have had to endure the damage and de-
struction of Tropical Storm Bonnie and Hurri-
canes Charley and Frances and who are pre-
paring for the landfall of Hurricane Ivan. Not
many natural disasters target an entire state,
and | am comforted to know that even in the
toughest of times, Floridians can work to-
gether and persevere.

These past few weeks have been very hard
for the people of Florida. As our families were
returning from late summer vacations and our
children were settling into the new school
year, the official hurricane season snuck up on
us. While Florida’s unique location between
the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico
makes it the most hurricane prone state in the
Nation, no one would have imagined the loud
roar that greeted us in the middle of August.
We have been challenged by this abrupt and
alarming hurricane season and one thing is for
sure: the people of Florida are strong-willed
and resilient.

We have had to board up our homes and
businesses, pack our belongings, and pray.
We have had to return to our homes and
watch our neighbors pick up what belongings
remain. We have had to wait in long lines to
receive food, water, and gas. And we have
had to do this while trying to maintain a nor-
mal life.

Florida’s tourism industry suffered greatly
because of the fear of these storms and the
ensuing closure of many of Florida’s greatest
attractions, and the agriculture industry also
has suffered deeply. The State of Florida has
a wide range of crops and livestock grown and
raised in her backyard. Our farmers and
ranchers will be affected for years after the
devastating effects these high winds have had
on their crops. The total loss in Florida’s agri-
cultural production from Hurricanes Charley
and Frances alone could cost more than $2
billion.

Before this year, the State of Florida had
fallen victim to seven major hurricanes and
one devastating tropical storm in the past cen-
tury, which makes this year’s active hurricane
season so unique. While much research has
been conducted to help the National Weather
Service detect hurricanes before landfall, the
need still remains for an exact method to pre-
dict the paths of hurricanes and tropical
storms.

The U.S. Congress recognizes the need to
further research the impact hurricanes and
other windstorms have on communities. As we
have experienced these past few weeks, hurri-
canes can hit land with wind speeds in excess
of 155 mph and destroy all that is in their
path. The Nation’s most expensive hurricane,
Hurricane Andrew, made landfall near Miami
in 1992 with wind speeds exceeding 175 mph
and caused more than $25 billion in damage.
It is still too early to measure the monetary im-
pact of Hurricanes Charley, Frances and pos-
sibly lvan, and there are still six weeks re-
maining in the official hurricane season.

The House of Representatives approved the
National Windstorm Impact Reduction Act on
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